[Large thrombus in the left atrium and rheumatic mitral stenosis. Value of cardiac imaging].
Thromboses in the left atrium, which are a commonplace complication of mitral stenoses with major dilatation of the left atrium lead to a major risk of systemic embolism. It is important to discover them, because they constitute a contraindication to mitral valvuloplasty. The authors report the case of a large left intra-atrial thrombus complicating a pure, tight, mitral stenosis. They also highlight the value of new medical imaging techniques in cardiology: chest CT scan, nuclear magnetic resonance and cardiac scintigraphy. Subsequently, transesophageal cardiac ultrasound, not available in France at the time for this patient, has become the reference method for visualizing and detecting left intra-atrial thrombi.